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EDUCATION

May 1997	Doctor of Philosophy, Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana.  Areas of concentration: Theological Education/Formation, Leadership and Management for Missions.  Thesis: Anfechtung and Theological Formation: Implications for Theological Education. Degree conferred May 1997.

Other studies in Cultural Anthropology and Cross-cultural Ministry at Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, CA; Trinity Divinity School, Deerfield, IL; Central American Theological Seminary, Guatemala City; and, Overseas Ministry Study Center, Yale University, New Haven, CT.

February 1986	Master of Divinity, Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana.  Major in New Testament exegesis.  Degree conferred February 1986.

January 1984	Spanish Language Study program, Instituto del Idioma Español, Antigua, Guatemala.  Graduation in January 1984.  Continued advanced study in January 1985 and August 1991.

June 1981	Bachelor of Science, Minnesota State University, Mankato, Minnesota.  Major in Liberal Studies.  Degree conferred, Summa Cum Laude, Phi Kappy Phi, June 1981.

May 1980	Associate of Arts, Bethany Lutheran College, Mankato, Minnesota.  Major in Pre-seminary.  Degree conferred, Highest Honors, May 1980.

January 1973 – 
May 1976	Commercial Pilot, Pensacola, Florida.  Licenses and Certificates earned Commercial Pilot, single-engine and multi-engine land and sea, Instrument Rating.  Certified Flight Instructor, Instrument Instructor, Multi-engine Instructor.  Airplane and Powerplant Mechanic, Inspection Authorization.

WORK/LIFE EXPERIENCE

Present	Professor Emeritus, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri.

2022-present	Adjunct Professor, Grand Canyon University School of Theology. Teaching courses on Practical Theology and Leadership.

August 2018 – 2022	Provost and Professor of Practical Theology, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri. Responsible for the oversight, including strategic planning, budgeting, and implementation, for all academic programs at the seminary.  Departments supervised include all ministerial formation programs, advanced studies, continuing education, library, academic assessment, academic planning, recruitment and accreditation.  Member of the executive management team, and chief academic officer for the seminary. Teaching homiletics and missiology.

August 2010 – 2018	Executive Director, International Ministries Division, Lutheran Hour Ministries, St. Louis, Missouri.  Responsible for leadership and oversight of all international initiatives in more than thirty-five countries in Asia, Europe, Central Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Latin America, Canada and Australia.  Responsibilities included establishing a strategic vision and plan for media outreach ministry to reach the lost and connect them to local congregations, oversight of budget of more than $6 million and a staff of 230 people in St. Louis and around the world.  Member of the senior leadership team for Lutheran Hour Ministries.


2012 – 2018	Adjunct Professor, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri.  Teaching Ph.D. level courses on Cultural Anthropology and Contemporary Missiology.

2010 – 2017	Adjunct Professor, Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana.  Teaching Adult Education Theory, Leadership Research, and Research Design.

	2000 – 2010		Associate Professor of Pastoral Ministry and Missions (tenured), 
	Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
	Courses: M.Div. level: Homiletics, Confessing Christ in Today’s World, Ministry in a Pluralistic Context, Greek Readings.  Doctoral Level: Foundations for Missionary Leadership, Teaching Adults, Missiological Research Design, Issues in International Theological Education, Issues in Church-Mission Relationships, Teaching Cross-Culturally, Christianity in a Globalized World, Mission Communication – Culture and Context, Scripture, Christianity and Culture. 

	Dean for Distance Learning (2006-2010).  Developed plans and strategies for implementation of distance education programs at the seminary; oversaw budget, organization, recruitment, processing, member SMP committee, president’s cabinet.  Supervised Educational Technology department.  Led the establishment of distance learning program, developed curriculum, including supervision of technology staff.  Led process to academic accreditation of program.  Provided guidance in project to achieve accreditation for the online deaconess program.  

	President’s Cabinet (2006-2010), Concordia Theological Seminary.

	Supervisor, Ph.D. in Missiology Program (2000-2006).  Responsible for the administration of the Ph.D. Program in Missiology, class scheduling, teaching, dissertation advising, recruitment, fund-raising, student financial aid, scholarships, guidance for international students. Led the process to full academic accreditation by the Association of Theological Schools and the North Central Association of Schools and Colleges.

2006 – 2010	Member, Distance Learning for Pastoral Education Steering Committee, Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

2002 – 2010	Accreditation Peer Visitor, Association of Theological Schools.

2003 – 2007	Consultant for Theological Studies (part-time), LCMS World Mission.  Worked with Partner Churches and Area Directors worldwide to improve programs of theological education.

2002 – 2007	Adjunct Professor, Concordia College Saint Paul, Master of Arts in Christian Outreach program.  Course: Ministry in Context: Communication, Culture and Context.

2002 – 2004	Interim Area Director, Mexico, Central America and Panama, LCMS World Mission (part-time).  Responsible for the oversight of LCMS World Missions’ missionaries, mission projects and programs in the countries of Mexico, Guatemala and Panama, as well as church relations with other countries of the region.

2000 – 2011	Editor, The Communicator, bi-annual newsletter of the Lutheran Society for Missiology.

2000 – 2004	Area Director, Southern Latin America, LCMS World Mission (contracted part-time). Responsible for the oversight of LCMS World Missions’ program in the countries of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, Spain and Uruguay.  Maintained relationships with partner churches in the region. Acted as a resource in the area of mission strategic planning, project oversight, and budget development, seeking ways to promote and facilitate mission expansion. Communicated and related to donors, supporting congregations and mission societies.

1997 – 2000	Area Secretary for Latin America/Caribbean/Spain, Board for Mission Services of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.  Responsible for supervision and well-being of LCMS missionaries throughout Latin America and the Caribbean, strategic planning, and development and administration of an annual budget of approximately 4.5 million dollars. Related to Lutheran churches and other mission organizations in over twenty countries throughout Latin America/Caribbean, seeking ways to promote and facilitate mission expansion and increased partnerships.  Maintained communication and relationship with donors, supporting congregations, and mission societies.

1996 – Present	Doctrinal Reviewer, Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.

1995 – 1997	Assistant Professor of Pastoral Ministry and Missions (loaned by LCMS World Mission), Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana.  Primary responsibilities included teaching courses in the area of Pastoral Theology, Missions and Cross-cultural ministry.  Member Distance Education (DELTO) Steering Committee. Chairman, Seminary Program Committee. Member Certification and Placement Committee and Faculty Concerns Committee.  Assignment included serving as a Consultant for Theological Studies, Latin America for the Board for Mission Services, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.  Responsibilities included assisting in the development and assessment of theological education programs in Latin America, teaching theology in Venezuela, Panama, Guatemala, Cuba and other locations in Latin America

1995 – 1997	Adjunct Professor, Concordia University Wisconsin, Fort Wayne extension.  Taught courses in Multi-cultural Communication, Theology.

1991 – 1995	Evangelistic Missionary/Coordinator for Leadership Training, Guatemala, Board for Mission Services, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.   Responsibilities included the planning and implementation of a program of pastoral and lay-leadership training with and for the Lutheran Church in Guatemala.

	Missionary Counselor (1992-95). Responsibilities included the areas of strategic planning, preparation of budget, supervision and evaluation of mission team members, liaison with National Church, liaison between Board for Mission Services and Guatemala Mission Team, pastoral advisor/counselor responsible for general well-being of members of the Guatemala Mission Team and their families.

	Director, Centro Luterano de Estudios Teológicos (1993-1995), Antigua, Guatemala.  Responsibilities included administration of theological education program, teaching and development of courses for the training of Guatemalan Lutheran pastors, and service on the certification committee for the Lutheran Church of Guatemala. Led the creation of program to provide training and certification of pastors for the Lutheran Church in Guatemala.

1987 – 1991	Pastor, St. John Lutheran Church and School, St. James and Truman, Minnesota.  Pastor of dual-parish and a parochial school.  Additional responsibilities:  Superintendent of St. John Lutheran School, Circuit Pastoral Counselor for Lutheran Laymen's League, Alcohol/Drug abuse counselor in local treatment center.

1986 – 1987	Evangelistic Missionary, Totonicapán, Guatemala, Board for Mission Services, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.  Area of service was among Quiché speaking people in western highlands of Guatemala, with evangelistic and church-planting responsibilities.

1985 – 1986	Spanish Instructor, Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana.

1983 – 1985	Vicar, Iglesia Luterana Cristo Rey, Guatemala City, Board for Mission Services.  Experience in church planting in urban context, preaching, visitation, evangelism, and ministry in Spanish language. Included opportunity to participate in rural indigenous ministry.

1981 – 1983	Chief Mechanic, Bowman Aviation, Smith Field, Fort Wayne, Indiana (employment during seminary undergraduate program).

1976 – 1981	Chief Flight Instructor, Charter Pilot, Corporate Pilot, Mankato Municipal Airport, Mankato, Minnesota.

1976 – 1981	Instructor, Aviation Science Program, Minnesota State University, Mankato, Minnesota.

1972 – 1976	United States Navy, Pensacola Florida.  ADJ2 Helicopter and Jet Engine Mechanic/Test-line supervisor/quality control inspector.

1976 – present	Father to five married children and grandfather to fifteen grandchildren.

1974 – present	Husband to Deborah Lynn. M.A., CFRE, Marriage and family therapist. Founding partner and president of A&D Global Business Relations, Kosice, Slovakia. Formerly employed as Assistant Vice-president for Institutional Advancement, Concordia Theological Seminary, Chief Executive Officer of Lutheran Housing Support Corporation, and Chief Executive Officer at Humanitri, a St. Louis based Lutheran social service organization.  Supportive of her professional and personal goals.


BOARDS

2019-Present	Board of Directors, Christian Friends of New Americans

2024-Present	Board of Directors, Lutheran Heritage Foundation

2023-Present	Board of Directors, Arabic Lutheran Ministry

2014 – 2021	Board of Directors and House Committee Member, Golfview on the Green Condominium Association, Creve Coeur, Missouri.

1996 – 1999 &
2004 – 2014	Chairman, Board of Directors, Lutheran Bible Translators (Chair 2007-2014). 

2008 – 2013	Chairman, Seminary Relations Committee, International Lutheran Council. Plan and execute international conference on theological education in Fort Wayne (2010) and Vilnius, Lithuania (2013) for the 70+ members of the International Lutheran Council from around the world (Also coordinated and conducted translations for the International Lutheran Council from 1992 to present).

2008 – 2010	Elected member, Indiana District Council for Congregational Outreach and Hispanic Ministry Task force.

	2000 – 2015		Board of Directors and Editorial Board, Lutheran Society for 					Missiology.

1997 – 2004	Board of Directors, Lutheran Center, Mexico City.  Oversee operation and management of this center for theological education, cultural awareness, and mission education.

1991 – 1994	Chairman, School Board, Christian Academy of Guatemala.  Determine policies, goals, and direction of interdenominational school of 230 students. Supervise administrative staff.  Led board during construction and move from temporary facilities to permanent location.


PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

1992 – present 	Lutheran Society for Missiology, founding member.

	2000 – 2015		American Society of Missiology

	2000 – 2010 		American Society of Professors of Mission

2004 – 2016		Evangelical Missiological Society

	2004 – 2010 	 	Hispanic Theological Education Association

	
MODERN LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY

	English: 	Fluent, written and spoken
Spanish:	Fluent, written and spoken
	Portuguese:	Understand and speak, semi-fluent






PUBLICATIONS

Sermonic studies for Concordia Theological Quarterly, 1987-89.  
“Strategic Planning in the Early History of Lutheran Mission Work in Guatemala,” Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly, November 1996, Later adapted and republished as “Developing An Indigenous Church in Guatemala: Robert Gussick, A Pioneer Strategic Planner” in festschrift in honor of Dr. Wallace Schulz, Spring 2007.
“On Theological Education and Missions,” Reflections, December 1996.
“Liturgy and Ritual in an Animistic Context,” Missio Apostolica, November 1997.
"The Mission in Latin America in the 21st Century: Historical Reflections and Future Direction," Missio Apostolica, December 2000.
“El Rol del Pastor en la Educación Teológica,” Vox Concordia, Spring 2001.
“Hiring National Missionaries: A Good Idea?” Missio Apostolica, Spring 2002.
Sermon, Children’s Sermon, Liturgy, Theme Development, International Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Sunday materials, 2002.
Mission Bulletins (series of six) for LCMS President’s Office publication.
 “Contextualización en la Misión,” Vox Concordia, 2002.
“Antioch as Paradigm for Urban Mission,” Missio Apostolica, 2003.
“The Future of Christianity,” Missio Apostolica, 2003.
Series of six missions-related Articles for Teachers’ Interaction, Sunday School teachers’ publication of Concordia Publishing House, 2004.
“Let the Nations Praise Thee,” Life of the World, January 2005.
“The Myth of Secularization and the Rise of New Religious Movements,” Missio Apostolica, November 2005.
“Contextualization in Evangelistic Conversation,” Missio Apostolica, May 2006. Later published in Spanish with the title, “La Contextualización en la Conversación Evangelística,” in Revista Teológica, Buenos Aires, Argentina.
Concordia Pulpit Resources, Exegetical studies, sermonic suggestions, outlines, children’s sermon, for Trinity Sunday and Second Sunday after Pentecost, March 2006.
“Pentecostalization of Christianity,” Concordia Theological Quarterly, July/October 2006.
“What a Mission Executive Would Like Those Involved in Short-term Missions to Know,” Evangelical Missiological Society, Spring 2007.
Managed project to produce Spanish Bible with Luther´s Catechism and Explanation, American Bible Society and Lutheran Heritage Foundation (first published July 2008, with six subsequent revisions and editions totaling over 120,000 copies printed).
Identidad Luterana.  Plenary Study for Latin American regional conference of International Lutheran Council, Canoas, Brazil, August 2008.
Strength For Today, Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, July 2009.
“Ethics and Money in Missions,” Evangelical Missiological Society, April 2008
 “Global Mission Partnership: Missiological Reflections after Ten Years of Experience,” in Missions from the Majority World, eds. Enoch Wan and Michael Pocock (Pasadena: William Carey Library), 2009.
“Luther, Tentatio and Latin America,” Logia, Epiphany 2010.
“Primera Carta a Timoteo, Segunda Carta a Timoteo, Tito,” Book Review, Logia, Ephiphany 2010.
“The Missiological Endeavor is Essentially Theological,” Missio Apostolica, November 2009.
[bookmark: _Hlk498086190]Concordia Pulpit Resources, Exegetical studies, sermonic suggestions, outlines, for All Saints Sunday and Pentecost 15, 2011.
“Missiological Thoughts on Evangelizing ‘the Nations,’ A Response to Leopoldo A. Sanchez with Further Reflections” Missio Apostolica, November 2012.
“Transformed People: Luther on Tentatio,” in Missional Transformation: God’s Spirit at Work, eds. Mark G. Press and Eugene W. Bunkowske (Bloomington, Indiana: AuthorHouse), 2012.
 “Martin Luther’s Platzregen in Action: The Changing Face of Global Christianity,” Concordia Journal, Summer, 2014.
[bookmark: _Hlk498086288]Concordia Pulpit Resources, Exegetical studies, sermonic suggestions, children’s sermons, outlines, for All Saints Sunday and Pentecost 24, 2015.
“Vocation in Missiological Perspective,” Lutheran Mission Matters, January 2016.
“God Carries Out His Mission Through Global Migration,” The Lutheran Layman, Nov.-Dec. 2017.
 “What Makes a Good Missional Sermon?”, Concordia Pulpit Resources, Lent/Pentecost, 2018.
“Theological Education and Mission,” festschrift publication for Dale A. Meyer, Concordia Seminary Press ,2020; and Lutheran Mission Matters, November 2020.
“Migration and Mission,” Lutheran Mission Matters, May 2020.
“Multi-Ethnic Churches: Challenges and Opportunities,” Lutheran Mission Matters, November 2022.
“The City of Antioch as Bridge between Jerusalem and the World,” Concordia Journal, Winter 2022.
“Translation and Syncretism,” Concordia Journal, May 2023.
“The Challenges of Distance Theological Education,” Lutheran Mission Matters, May 2023
Concordia Pulpit Resources, Concordia Publishing House, Exegetical studies, sermonic suggestions, children’s sermons, outlines, for Pentecost 18 and Pentecost 24, 2024.
“La Misión del Sínodo de Misuri a Guatemala: Unas Ventanas a la Historia — Recuerdo, Arrepentimiento, Regocijo”, presented in Santiago, Dominican Republic, May 2025, published VDMA, November 2026.
“The Problem with the Problem: Why the Specific Problem of the Text Matters for Faithful Preaching,” Concordia Pulpit Resources, Concordia Publishing House, to be published in 2026/2027.

“Should and the Fog of Moralism: A Lutheran Homiletical Concern,” Concordia Pulpit Resources, Concordia Publishing House, to be published in 2026/2027.
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